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Introduction - Aede
e In this lesson we will learn the difference between the declinable and the non-declinable words,
In-Shaa’-Allaah (God willing).
e We will study how the vowel endings in the declinable nouns are changeable according to the
grammatical case and according to the position in the sentence. I.e. you can see a noun like
s fE
/kitabun/ «&?L& signed with /dammah/ on its end in a certain situation &-,J\-"s, and signed with

-

/fathah/ in another situation M-"'s, and signed with /kasrah/ in a third situation &JL’{ This
change in the ending of the word (according to its position in the sentence) means that the word is
declinable. Consider the declension of the noun /kitabun/ in the following examples (please read

from right to left):

Declension Sentence
Explanation
Case Sign English Arabic
The word /kitabun/
is a predicate, so it
is in the nominative Nominative dammah This is a book. ’Q\ES RV

case signed with

dammah on its end
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The word /kitaban/
is a direct object, so
it isin the
Accusative
accusative case

signed with fathah

on its end

The word /al kitabi/

is Mudaf ilaihi, so it
is in the genitive Genitive
case signed with

kasrah on its end

http://www.madinaharabic.com/UAT/Arabic_Language Course/Lesson...

Fathah I took a book.

The color of the book

Kasrah
is beautiful.

e We will also learn the indeclinable words, i.e. the words which do not change according to their

position in the sentence. The indeclinable words have constant endings whatever their position in

the sentence is. Consider the ending of the demonstrative noun /dhalika/ in the following three

sentences:

Indeclension

Explanation

Place of (case)

Although the word
/dhalika/ is a
subject in the
Nominative
nominative case,

but it is signed

with fathah as a

2 of 3

Sign English

Fathah

That's right.

(always

indeclinable on

the fathah)

Sentence

Arabic
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constant ending.

The word
/dhalika/ is a
direct object in

the accusative Accusative I know that.

\
¢
\
(V2
o
o
—\

case; it is signed
with fathah as a

constant ending.

Although the word
/dhalika/ is a
Majrur noun in
I doubt about P 3oz
the genitive case, Genitive ROLE @ s L&
that. - g
but it is signed

with fathah as a

fixed ending.

e We will also learn the types of indeclinable words (verbs, nouns, and articles) and the different

signs of indeclensoin for each.
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Continued...

e Any Arabic word is either declinable or indeclinable. The declinable words are the words that have
the feature of changing their endings according to their grammatical position in the sentence. The
indeclinable words are those words that do not have that feature (i.e. their vowel endings never
change whatever their grammatical position is). Arabic language (like most Semitic languages) is
classified as a declension language. The declension language is the language in which we distinguish
the position of each word by the use of certain signs for each position, while in the non-declension
languages (e.g.: English) we guess the position of each word in the sentence from the word form
and the word order in the sentence.

e Consider the following two English sentences:

o The man killed the snake.
o The snake killed the man.

e In the first sentence, we understand that the killer is the man, while he is the one killed in the
second sentence. We understand this meaning from the word order (i.e. the doer comes before the
direct object).

e In Arabic the doer is that which is in the nominative case (i.e. signed originally with dammah)
regardless of its order in the sentence, and the direct object is that which is in the accusative case
(i.e. signed originally with fathah) regardless its order in the sentence. Consider the following two

sentences:

Explanation English meaning Arabic sentence
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The killer here is the man

&

The man killed the snake. :J\.:;.J\ :J.;;j\ J&é

because the noun is signed

30

with the dammah

(nominative case)

The killer here is the snake
because its noun is signed

with the dammah 3

The snake killed the man. ,:}\:«J\ ;},;3}\ ;}53:

g

(nominative case) while the
man is signed with fathah

(direct object)

e This means that you have to learn the declension cases and signs in order to speak and to
understand the Arabic Language. In these lessons we will help you learn the different grammatical
cases of words and the signs related to each case In-Shaa’-Allaah (God willing).

e In spite of this, there are some types of Arabic words which hav}e constant (fixed) endings without
consideration to their position in the sentence. These are called Z\:.:;:J\ &JM‘ the indeclinable
words. ] ’

e Arabic words are divided into three categories: nouns, verbs and articles. The general rule of the
nouns is that they experience declension, so the indeclinable nouns are an exception to the rule.
The general rule of the verbs is one of indeclension, so a few cases of verbs are declinable. The
articles are all indeclinable (without exception).

e In the next part (part 3) we will learn the declinable nouns and in part 4 we will learn the
indeclinable nouns.

e The declinable and the indeclinable verbs will be studied in part 6 of this lesson.

e And finally the indeclension of the articles we be studied in part 8.

Part [1][2][3][4][5][6][7][8][9]
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The declinable nouns - & I el

e The majority of Arabic nouns are declinable. The general rule of the nouns is that they experience
declension, so the indeclinable nouns are an exception to the rule. We will learn in this part the
rules related to the declinable nouns In-Shaa’-Allaah (God willing).

e Any declinable noun has many possible changes (declensions) in its ending according to its
grammatical case and to its position in the sentence. There are many positions that the noun can
occupy in the sentence. There are also many forms that affect the sign (vowel ending) of the noun.
Let’s first study the grammatical cases of the noun and then we can study the different signs of

each case.
A. The grammatical cases of the noun:

o To understand the vowel ending of a declinable noun you first have to know the
grammatical case of the noun. The grammatical case of any noun can be nominative,
accusative or genitive depending on the position which the noun occupies in the sentence.
In this language course we learn which nouns are in the nominative case, which are in the
accusative case and which are in the genitive case.

o Some examples of nouns in the nominative case (which will be studied in later lessons)

are:

Will be The type of noun / position in

Picture Example
detailed in the sentence which causes it
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to be the nominative case

lesson no.:
English Arabic English Arabic
The
c}. 't
N teacher s el g0 The doer (of the 2 ~o
u.a)..\.q.‘\ Lesson 64 J&U.“
& 1 explained Y s verbal sentence) -
u")"-“
the lesson
The subject (of
The cat is ,; 3 o I
o> Jadl) Lesson 58 the nominal TSN
beautiful. - -

sentence)

The predicate (of

B
The stone j’wJ 5
" 3]

o
|
B Lesson 58 the nominal .

is heavy. J.Jb
sentence)

-

2 s The pro-agent (of 5
The bag CJJ..» ;.JU

a7 . Lesson 65 the passive voice o
was stolen. .A.m.ﬂ.’:.“
- verb)

o Some examples of nouns in the accusative case (that will also detailed in later lessons):

The type of noun / position in

Example Will be the sentence which causes the
Picture detailed in nominative case
lesson no.:
English Arabic English Arabic
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The The direct
ﬂ A }a./ °
teacher s %/ Lo object (of the J}’.Mj\
un)..\.qj\ Lesson 66
explained s verbal J
o g
the lesson sentence)
Indeed, o @ The noun of s
Lal) o O !
the cat is 7 Lesson 60 /inna/ and its s
o gl
beautiful. - sisters

The predicate

- -0
The stone
& Vs

. (of the s
became )?:.’:.h Lesson 59 3
p nominal \.@'\}/r\)

heavy. M -

- sentence)

—\
\
\

The boy s <
vU ‘ wl’.' A _ o
stayed B Lesson 71 The status db&“
ey
lonely -

o Some examples of nouns in the genitive case (that will also detailed in later lessons):

The position in the sentence

Example Will be which causes the nominative
Picture detailed in case
lesson no.:
English Arabic English Arabic
The g_ﬂﬁ) The noun e e

Ay "...o’ﬁ\
ARy

teacher gé u»/):\.aj\ Lesson 76 after the

stood in .M\ preposition
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the

class.

This is
the cat

of the

girl.

2@
ibd ol

T

!

-
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(Majrar)

The annexed
Lesson 05 noun (al

mudaf ilaihi)

e From the above mentioned examples we understand clearly that the noun’s position in the sentence

determines its grammatical case and the different positions of the nouns will be the main topics of

the coming lessons In-Shaa’-Allaah (God willing).

e Once we distinguish the noun’s position and grammatical case, we can automatically think about the

sign of the ending of the noun. This will be detailed in the next point:

B. The sign of the ending of the declinable noun:

o The nominative noun is originally signed with dammah on its end, the accusative is

originally signed with fathah and the genitive is originally signed with kasrah. The original

signs occur when the noun is in the basic form. If the noun is not in the basic form (i.e.

dual, sound plural etc.) we have to use the secondary signs. Therefore we will have many

signs for each case (original signs and secondary signs).

o The following table summarizes the ending signs of the nouns according to the grammatical

cases and different reasons for taking the original sign or secondary sign in each case:

Je

PN

Example

Picture

English

The book is

beautiful

4 of 7

! A [

.

Reason Sign

Main sign

PP

Case

5

Nominative

24/03/2010 10:35
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The two

doctors are

clever

The

employees

attended

(came).

Your father

came.

AT

I read the

book.

I saw the

two

teachers.

These are

not

employees.

50f7

s 7 7
}\b’
- @

O s gl

RAJHATS

So
—=—n0

\

3\

/;’.JC.J\

Sound ,
masculine )‘}5‘ _r
plural (})

o LamN!

]

}/ [~
MJ‘

Five nouns

Main sign

Dual (‘._.G)
@ - .a ;d‘ _v

()

Long vowel
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E ?“
3

Accusative
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I do not

have a

moustache.

I saw the

clever

@
N
¥

2 g
F‘#"

female

oy

-
o
AL

doctors.

In the book,

thereis a

beautiful

lesson.

This is the

two

Egyptian

men.

I talked to

the

employees.

house of the
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g\éfj\ ge

R

o

e
/o@ o °
.d.gfa.d\

- - -

s - }" Zﬁ/ I
afieadey
@ °
ey s A
(7\2599.«‘\
v

-

masculine

plural

R

ws 0 -, S‘

Five nouns

Sound
feminine

plural

Main sign

7~
?:.}; n

Dual

w“w- 0

i —y ot

° Genitive

()

Long vowel
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Sound
masculine

plural

4 £
. s Lo
Go to your 0.5“ XY PP {
s el
brother. ;‘.J,?'T

Five nouns

&=

This woman i, e . e 0Tl
sadiodn o0 Al
is from - “o & S
/*o:. 4 O. J ‘ e
.M: Ur‘ _ ( )
Damascus. - i’
diptotes

e Please remember that the above mentioned secondary signs and their reasons will be studied in
detail in later lessons In-Shaa’-Allaah (God willing). This summary is supposed to be a guide to the

coming lessons and to show you that the declinable nouns have many forms (of declension) based

on many factors.
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The indedlinable nouns — deesed! ¢laew ™!

e We learnt earlier that the majority of Arabic nouns are declinable and the indeclinable nouns are an
exception to the general rule. We also learnt that the indeclinable noun is the noun which has a
constant (fixed) ending regardless of its position or grammatical case in the sentence. Following are

the types of the indeclinable nouns:
1. The pronouns sz‘:

o The pronouns are considered nouns in the Arabic grammar, because the words in Arabic
are divided into only three categories; nouns, verbs and articles. Therefore the pronouns,
the demonstratives and the relatives are subdivisions of nouns.

o All pronouns (detached or attached) are indeclinable. Therefore each pronoun will remain
in its original form irrespective of whether it is in place of nominative, accusative or
genitive.

o We will not study the pronoun divisions in detail right now; this will be detailed in many
lessons (lesson 44 to lesson 48). Here we will learn some examples which will help us to

understand the rules above. Consider the following examples:

Sentence
Vowel ending of

Picture Pronoun

the pronoun
English Arabic

1 of6 24/03/2010 10:35
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2 of 6

Fathah

Sukin

Fathah (for the

attached form)

and dammah

for the

detached form

Pammah for

the detached

and long alif for

the attached

http://www.madinaharabic.com/UAT/Arabic_Language Course/Lesson...

o &

O

~
/OT

2. The demonstrative pronouns 5)\-‘3’?‘ s Lo :

This is your friend

speaking with you

They are

hardworking

workers. They

indeed work in the

field (farm).

He is Omar and

this is his father

whom he likes.

We study our

lessons.

* 8 o 2
Js

e A8 2

Moy s 32

o jg“SvU‘ ]

2 w8 8o o
;\.U‘;pu'
P 2R

.U—Aj).ﬁ

o The demonstratives such as (\e&® this), (84 this; for feminine), (O‘M these; for dual

e

mascullne), (OL’\A these; for dual feminine), (9’2}# these; for pIuraI), (éJJ: that),

(J-L’ that; for femmme), J."b those; for dual masculine), ( J-’L’ those; for dual

feminine), (dﬂ)\ those; for plural) are considered below. These demonstratives are

-

studied in detail in lesson 24.

o All demonstrative pronouns are indeclinable except for the dual masculine and feminine

forms which are declinable as detailed in the declension of the dual (lesson 18 and lesson

55). Consider the following examples:

24/03/2010 10:35
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English Arabic

Do you know this? This is se. s RN
oses s Clda O JA

Muhammad.

I passed by this man yesterday. \ J"'}“ \.Le.’ u° gV

o In the above mentioned examples we notice that the demonstrative pronoun (hadha) falls
in different positions (direct object, subject, and Mujrar) but it still has the same ending
(long vowel a).

o More examples:

English Arabic

Do you know these (people)? These 93’}’5 Qs‘-‘)’}b JJ;J Jé

are the new employees. jﬁ.’ﬁj—d\

o You will notice that /ha’ula’i/ above is indeclinable on kasrah on its ending regardless it

grammatical position (direct object or subject as above).
i 2 o - o 4 ) £
3. Relative pronouns 4-‘}@}6-“ 9\.0.-0.}“:

o The Arablc relative pronouns such as (gSvU‘ who/which), (§J‘ who/which for feminine),
(O‘A.U‘ who/which for dual), (OLU\ who/wh|ch for the dual feminine), (U"'U‘ who/which

-

for plural), (‘57\5‘ @W‘ WhO/WhICh for plural feminine) are considered below. Please
note that we have already learnt the relative nouns in lesson 24.

o All relative nouns are indeclinable except for the dual masculine and feminine which follow
the general declension of the dual nouns (as detailed in lesson 18 and lesson 55). Consider

the following examples:

Picture English Arabic

o @ & s o
The workers who are in the field y.;d\ ‘3 ;.g.d\ JLA;-“
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I saw (those) who are in the field. J&.’J\ U“'U‘ C.;.Z\}

I passed by (those) who are in the

J.a:d‘ J-Ub u‘}};

field.

o In the above mentioned examples, the relative noun ugﬂ\ has a constant ending (fathah)
whether it is in place of nominative (in the first example), accusative (in the second

example) or genitive (in the third example).

s 0

4. Interrogative (questioning) nouns e\-@-ﬂ-«&‘ﬂ‘ 9\-0-0‘

o All the interrogative nouns as (Q‘é\ﬁ what?), (Quﬁ who?), (Q‘j‘ where?), (?ﬁ.j-; how?)
etc. are indeclinable. These will be learnt in lesson 41 and lesson 42 In-Shaa’-Allaah (God

willing). Consider the following examples:

Picture English Arabic

R ] "
I 1
# 2
5

Where is Airport street? Q)W\ i)\;d k o
- & A of o
Where are you (both) from? e Ui‘ O

. of

o You may notice that the interrogative (questioning) noun U"‘ is indeclinable, as it has a
constant ending whether it is in the place of nominative (in the first example) or in the
place of genitive (in the second example).

z
/OT

5. Conditional nouns JpJ,..J\ S—M

~of

o - o - N ﬁE
o The conditional nouns such as (¢ whoever), (\A-e-ﬁ whatever), (0\.3‘ whenever), (\A-d‘
wherever) etc. are all indeclinable nouns. These will be learnt in detail in lesson 49

In-Shaa’-Allaah (God willing). Consider the following examples:
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Picture English Arabic

o -

S LR ¢ Pjiﬁ

o fo
&

I3
—W

\ T

£

e

Whenever you feel pain, you visit g
the doctor. //ayyana tash&uru bil-alami,

tadhhab ila at-tabib-i//

- 2 Z
2y 0 £ G 8 o - ~0f
¢ Skl dooes o Lol
0// [ ﬁ/ ;
Wherever Muhammad meets his Aes ("L"‘Yf
teacher, he greets him. //aynama yajid muhammadun

ustadhahu, yusallim &alayh-i//

o In the above mentioned examples the conditional nouns are indeclinable.
/?‘ 4 ) z
6. Verbal nouns JWY\ S-Lo.w\:

o We will learn in lesson 50 that the verbal nouns are the nouns which have the meaning of
verbs and forms of nouns (i.e. they are not conjugated as verbs), e.g.: (4« hush), (0‘ ah,

or I feel pain) etc.

o All the verbal nouns are indeclinable. Consider the following examples:

Picture English Arabic

-.

Y1 1R e ol
I e

I suffer from this pain

/ahi min hadha al-al'ami/

WL G| e 4

Stop releasing (releasing) de 3 {

we
-

malicious rumors.

/mah &an itlaqi ash-sha’itati
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al-khabithati/

o The verbal nouns in the above mentioned examples are indeclinable, i.e. they have their

own constant ending regardless their position in the sentence.

e In addition to the six types of indeclinable nouns mentioned above there are some indeclinable

08 - c/
adverbs (e.g. Ls since), and some allusive nouns that are indeclinable (e.g.: &n-;,s in such a way).

e There are also some nouns which are occasionally indeclinable (i.e. they are originally declinable,

but they are indeclinable in some situations) as follows:
A
2 -
1- The single person addressed by the call (lesson 82), e.g. J-’.') \-,’. (oh man).

2- The composite numbers from eleven to nineteen (except the first part of twelve as it is dual)

detailed in lesson 26, e.g.: }Ji& A (fifteen).

3- The noun of (@) of the generic negation when the noun is singular indefinite and not annexed

(detailed in lesson 61), e.g.: fd2 @ Sl Y (No doubt in this).

e \With this we end the declinable and the indeclinable nouns. After the exercises we will start the

declinable and indeclinable verbs.

Part [1][2][3][4][5][6][7][8][]
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a8 o ~
Exercise — s yol

e In this section we will have multiple questions to test your understanding of the principles we have
learnt In-Sha'-Alldh (God willing).
e Click (V) under the correct option related to each of the following sentences. Upon completing all

the questions, click on the Mark button to see the correct answers and obtain your mark.

- -0
o W

Vg Gy Lo A LS

e The sentence above says: "Which words of the following are declinable and which are indeclinable?

Options

Indeclinable Declinable
Nouns

3 .. 2 02

T s

P2

¥
— °

Tutor

We

RIRE

These (dual)
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<

How many/how much

M

-

Who/which (f.pl.)

28

< o

Homes

—_—r

”f -0
S

Professor/Mister

Lot
o)
You (dual)
¢13G%
D
What?

YA

These
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p) o & oy p) o & o4
The declinable and the indeclinable verbs — dwaed) JY1 3 4 a0t JladY)

e The general rule is that the verb should be indeclinable and the declinable verbs are an exception to
the rule.

e The verbs in Arabic are divided into three types; past, present and imperative.

e The past and the imperative verbs are always indeclinable. The present verbs are generally
declinable except for two situations; when the verb is attached to the /nin/ of the feminine plural

0 ¥ s

5}«-35‘ Oj) or attached directly to the /nin/ of confirmation (the emphatic suffix); in these two
;ituations the present verb is indeclinable.

e Let’s now study each of the three types of verbs:
_ o & R o
1- The past verb ‘;aﬁw‘ J-’-ﬂj\ (will be studied in detail in lesson 39):

e Originally, the past verb is indeclinable with a fathah on its end, e.g.: (Lp-':'s he wrote - J-:P/j he
arrived - Qi\-;d/' he talked). If the past tense verb is ended with a vowel, we consider it
indeclinable on a virtual (supposed) fathah on its end, e.g.: 5;} he threw, 3 he invited.

e When the past verb is attached to a pronoun, it may be indeclinable on another sign according to
the suffixed pronoun as follows:

o Indeclinable on sukun when attached to the following pronouns:
-, 0 A _
a) The ta’ of the doer J&U.“ s .

A 0// - 0// o//
= Eg. bn-"'s I wrote - g_,..'.'s you (masculine) wrote - g_,...’:s you (feminine)

rd - rd
o fo- @ Sfo-

wrote — q=ws= you (plural) wrote - /‘sese you (feminine plural) wrote.
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b) The na of the (first person) doers u}.-l-"w‘ (P
= E.g.: \-«5 we wrote.

w-s 0o ¥ }, :ﬂ
c) The /ndn/ of the feminine third person plural 0}«-25\ O}A:

= E.g.: u"‘{ they (feminine) wrote.

& -
o Indeclinable on dammah when attached to waw of the plural masculine )‘j

FEveLP
. W
= E.g.: \}:-": they wrote.
e Other than the above mentioned situations, the past verb should be indeclinable with a fathah.

e Consider the following examples:

Picture English Arabic

PO

A
J - e
ﬁ Have you written the homework, ?"’UJ‘
* .' pa L‘-'- ?
ﬁ- Marwan: /hal katabta al-wajiba ya

Marawan?/

2 o
'

Jasd 1 J2ST O b A

JAl-muwadhaffin akmald

The employees completed the

work.

al-Eamal/

s 8
.

OUEL ol
:® 8 3 ool

;,'” - : j Jv’,; Nurses helped patients much

/al-mumarridatu sakad-na

al-marda kathiran/
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The teacher explained the new ).U\ g :\.J\ /C;;:’
lesson. :Uu\.;r.‘\

g0
2- The imperative verb Jﬂ’g‘ J-ﬁ (will be detailed in lesson 40):

e The imperative verb is always indeclinable. The imperative verb is to be addressed only to the
A T T V| R OO N . . .
second person (i.e. d—' ('-4 N VT Gt | I G ). The ending sign on which the imperative is
indeclinable depends on the attached pronoun which is suffixed to the verb as follows:
o If the imperative is addressed to (C»J‘) it will not be suffixed to a doer pronoun, so it will

° A
be indeclinable on sukin, e.g. e,:f\ write

- }o‘ }oﬂ
o If the imperative is addressed to (&—d‘ you feminine), (\-o-d‘ you both) or (S'-" you
pIuraI), it will be indeclinable on the elimination of the final nadn dv\-" LSLO ‘;«ﬁ

‘J}J\ e.g.: | - |- \:5‘ - §~§‘ respectively.

o If the |mperat|ve is addressed to the feminine plural (‘}U ) it will be indeclinable on the
sukund}g«mj‘ul& ,,eg u.S\
e The Arabic grammarians says that in order to memorize these signs of the indeclension of the
imperative you have to match them with the jazm case of the present conjugation (see lesson 36 part
6).

e Consider the following examples:

English Transliteration Arabic
o o 85 . 8
S dases U
Oh Muhammad, write your lesson. Ya Muhammadu uktub darsaka

5 rd o -

Write your lesson, oh Fatimah! Y& Fatimatu uktub-T darsak-i '“‘J"")"
}0 . (7 e -
Write your lesson, oh both of you LS ol |

Ya téliban-i uktub-a darsakuma
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[two] students!

Write your lesson, oh students! Ya tullab-u uktub-d darsakum Pg“)a

o A °
3- The present verb }é)\-{&u\ J:.ﬁ‘:

e As a rule the present verb is declinable. Exceptionally, it is indeclinable in two following situations:
A
w-s o ¥ N {‘
o When it is attached to the /nin/ of the feminine plural G}\MJ‘ ‘-’j).
- A
o & R 8
o When it is attached directly to the /nun/ of comfirmation %sfj\ O}.

e Therefore we will learn the declinable present verb first and then its two indeclinable cases:
s A ° ° .o 2 )
a- The declension of the present verb é)hﬁoj\ Jﬁ.ﬂ.‘\ U‘f!
(this topic will be detailed in lesson 36)

e The present verb is originally declinable, i.e. its vowel ending is changeable according to its position
in the sentence as follows:
o If it is not preceded by an accusative or jussive article, it should be in the indicative case
o @ K.
e A
- O ¢ W £ a. £ °
o If it is preceded by an accusative article ‘o 8131 as (O to - Uj not) it will be in the

L.
o & b,
accusative case g.,...a:.“ ey

A - A &
o If the present verb is preceded by a jussive article ?J?' 813) such as (H not - ‘\-ﬁu‘ Y

[ z

2

-

don't), it will be in the jussive case ?fd‘ 4>

e Consider the following examples:

Notes Translation Example

The present verb is not ‘g s ’;a - °!/
7 0

preceded by an accusative or
Will you live in Egypt? ¢ s

-

jussive article, so it is

regularly in the indicative
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case signed with dammah on

its end.

The present verb is preceded
by an accusative article, so it
is in the accusative case

signed with fathah on its end.

The present verb is preceded
by a jussive case, so it is in
the jussive case signed with

sukdn on its end.

The present verb is preceded
by a jussive case, so it is in
the jussive case signed with

sukdn on its end.

No, I will not live in Egypt but

I just want to visit it.

Muhammad has not drunk the

milk

Do not stay up long at night.

g;ﬁ;i;jwﬂ
of duyf 2535 e
b ) 5

s
z o0
S ed Y
: Byl
aad
'
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e As you notice in the above mentioned examples, there are three cases for the present declinable

verb; the indicative (nominative), the accusative, and the jussive case. For each case there is a

main sign (vowel ending); the dammah for the indicative, the fathah for the accusative, and the

kasrah for the jussive case. These original signs should be replaced by secondary signs if the verb is

attached to some pronouns (as detailed in lesson 37 named the five verbs). Consider the secondary

signs in the following examples of the so-called five verbs:

Jussive case

PR R

Accusative case

You (plural) drink

Arabic verb in the

English meaning

indicative case

S0, ~

They (plural) drink O}J}J\g
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They (dual) drink

You (dual) drink

You (feminine) drink

e In the above mentioned table we notice that the five verbs are those that are attached to the

pronoun of the plural masculine third person, the plural masculine second person, the dual third

person, the dual second person, and the feminine second person. In the indicative case they are

signed with the firmness of the final /ndn/, and in the accusative and jussive case they are signed

with the elimination of the /nin/. Again we remind you that this will be repeated with more details

and examples in lesson 37 In-Shaa’-Allaah (God willing).

o o A
P o -
b- The indelension of the present verb C)W‘ J-MJ\ sy

e We learnt earlier that the present verb is indeclinable in two situations:

1- The first situation of the indeclinable present verb is when it is attached to the /nin/ of the

A
w-s o ¥ . {‘
feminine plural ij-d‘ O}J. In this situation the present verb will be indeclinable on the sukin

regardless ofthe grammatical case or the preceding articles. Consider the following examples:

Jussive case

- °}°§/ OH/
They (feminine) did not

write

° -
s 08 o
o wST
.

They (feminine) did not

6 of 7

Accusative case

- o,‘ag/ U/
They (feminine) will not

write

o -
s 04 < °
. .
0

They (feminine) will not

Arabic verb in the

indicative case

They (feminine) write

They (feminine) write
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write write

o In the above mentioned examples, you may notice the equality of the form of the present

verb in the three cases. This is because it is indeclinable, i.e. it has a constant ending.

2- The second situation in which the present verb is indeclinable is that when it is attached directly
o & { &
to the /nan/ of confirmation (emphatic article) 4-35}:3‘ U}A. In this situation the present verb
is indeclinable on fathah. This will be detailed in lesson 97 In-Shaa’-Allaah (God willing). Consider

the following examples:

Arabic verb in the

Jussive case Accusative case
indicative case
P o %% 4% z w .2 L%,
e dB)cn&,Jb:\ . .\.\.C-‘;@,M Cyylw
3’\.@..» JAY\ e N c p
'S’J""J‘ I will visit my friend

Do not think that the

I will never go with bad tomorrow (for sure)

matter is so easy.
companions.

e In the above mentioned examples, you may notice that the present verb is indeclinable with a
fathah (regardless of whether it is in the indicative, accusative or jussive case).

e To apply this rule on the the present verb, the attachment to the emphatic /nlin/ has to be a direct
attachment (i.e. without separation). If there is a separating pronoun in the middle, the verb

returns back to its original declension (as detailed in lesson 97).

Part [1][2][3][4][5][e][7][8][9]

Home | Support Us | Printable E-book | Downloadable Website | Podcasts | User Materials
Low Bandwidth Website Receive Updates | Report Errors | About Us | Contact Us | Help | FAQs

Madinaharabic.com - Arabic Language Course

7 of 7 24/03/2010 10:36



Free Arabic Language Course, Learn Arabic, Arabic Tuition http://www.madinaharabic.com/UAT/Arabic_Language Course/Lesson...

1 of2

| Home | Support Us | Printable E-book | Downloadable Website | Podcasts | User Materials |

| Low Bandwidth Website | Receive Updates | Report Errors | About Us | Contact Us | Help | FAQs |

) ) o S)

Arabic Course Vocabulary/ Forum Bookshop Tuition Services
Flashcards Tests

%o, g s St od
Lesson 25 - OJJ.“M.’J\) wp\:d‘ uo).U\
5 o . -, & 048 e
The Declinable and the non-Declinable - ‘;‘«J‘) g—’f.aj\

Part [1][2][3][4][s][6][7][8][9]

a8 o ~
Exercise — s yol

e In this section we will have multiple questions to test your understanding of the principles we have
learnt In-Sha'-Alldh (God willing).
e Click (V) under the correct option related to each of the following sentences. Upon completing all

the questions, click on the Mark button to see the correct answers and obtain your mark.

&

- P4
o WL

el B Wy (o Gy Oae a1 Jwbd (o

e The sentence above says: "Which verbs of the following are declinable and which are indeclinable,

and what is the sign of indeclension?

Options

Indeclinable | Indeclinable | Indeclinable | Indeclinable

on Kasrah on Fathah on Dammah on Sukun
Declinable
3 oo 0% o 0% o .03 o Verbs
L e Fe | P S
Sy il - o S
= )

You (f) wrote
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He (indeed) says

We know

é‘S\

Pay

1

They arrived

20

Oj‘}ﬁ.z

They read

We wrote

°
s o e @B

OB R

They (f) go

I know them

2 -
G5
You have never
been

}Q/Q‘
<
gﬁad!
B

That you (s.f.)
write

z
3

s Ol

To study
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Articles - ujs;d‘

e All articles In Arabic are indeclinable without any exception.

e We cannot study all the Arabic articles in one lesson; rather we will learn each type of article in its
own grammatical topic and lesson. Here we will gain a general idea about how they are
indeclinable.

e There is no rule for the vowel ending on which the article is indeclinable (some of them are
indeclinable on fathah, others on sukin, others on long vowel, etc.) Therefore you have to
memorize the vowel ending of each new article you learn. The following table contains some

examples of each type of article and their sign of indeclension:

Category Sign of indeclension Meaning Article
Sukdn From :JA
Preposition Sukan About U'G
¢ }Jo - -
> b Sukun of long vowel To él
Sukun of long vowel On kSL/G
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Coordinating articles

Annular article (sisters of

/inna/)

Interrogative Article

-

f\.@.é:..»\ JJ.,

Conditional article

Sukun of long vowel

Kasrah

Kasrah

Fathah

Sukun

Sukun

Sukun

Fathah

Fathah

Fathah

Fathah

Sukun

Fathah

Sukin

Sukin

In

With

For

And

Or

Rather, but

But

Indeed

If only! (Would that!)

But

I hope (it is hoped)

Is...?

Is...?

If

If

e (P

"
. \

http://www.madinaharabic.com/UAT/Arabic_Language Course/Lesson...

o
g
\

.8
L

\
t
$
\

\

.8
\

13
\
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° z
_ :
Accusative article Sukan To R
; e Sukan Will not u"
Jussive article
o
Sukdn Did not H

ar O

z

Answering article

Sukin Yes (..«u

Negating article
Sukun of long vowel No '}I

°
I%4 :-30
zZ J’

e N.B.: Exceptionally, the vowel ending of some articles may change when followed by a sukiin on the

first letter of the following word as in the following examples:

Example

Note

English Arabic

The vowel ending of /minn/ is changed from sukidn W0
From home ! P

into fathah, because the following sound is sukdn

The vowel ending of /&ann/ is changed from sukln ~o

About the moon J;j.“ u‘"

into kasrah, because the following sound is sukin

The vowel ending of /Aw/ is changed from sukln The night or

into kasrah, because the following sound is sukin the day
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A o
The vowel ending of /hal/ is changed from sukin Is the square O\.\.a.aj‘ J@
) -
into kasrah, because the following sound is sukin far? Y]

“ e

-

e In the above mentioned examples the articles are indeclinable with virtual signs which were found

on the single article before the structure and the vowel ending is changed (for phonetic reasons).
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s s

Revision - W\J.»

e In this lesson we have learnt the following:
o The declinable nouns which are changeable in their vowel endings according to their
grammatical positions in the sentence.
o The indeclinable nouns which have constant endings regardless their positions, cases or
grammatical functions in the sentence.

o The indeclinable nouns are divided into 6 main categories:

1. Pronouns 35\-2):4-“ ,

2. Demonstrative pronouns 5)\-:5’3‘ S-L/A:»T
3. Relative pronouns 4-‘}»03—:)3‘ 9‘-6:«’%)’\
4. Interrogative nouns f‘\'/@'“”i"m 9/\-6-0‘

5. Conditional nouns bﬁj\ 9\.3:»?

/.‘

6. Verbal nouns d\.’ﬁ’ﬂ\ S-\A-d‘

o The declinable and the indeclinable verbs.
o Examples of the Arabic articles (many types). We also learnt that all articles are
permanently indeclinable.

o Several new words as summarized in the following table:

..//

Vocabulary Revision - U‘JJAJ‘ JA
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English

Declinable

Right/true

It has been stolen

Pro-agent

Damascus

The field

I passed by

Active (pl.)

Whenever

Hush

Releasing

In a such way

Since

The ta’ of the doer

Arabic

ig}.ﬁ\

http://www.madinaharabic.com/UAT/Arabic_Language Course/Lesson...

English

Indeclinable/structured

I doubt

The snake

He explained

Diptote

Yesterday

The employees

Conditional nouns

Wherever

The pain

Rumors

Malicious

The nan of plural feminine

Na of the plural doers

Arabic
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Waw of the third o va X
sl 9y Emphatic ndn -\.affj\ D}J
person plural i’ O
2 w s ‘u
Bad companions 9}.«“ du) If only C..J

It is hoped that J.;J But :',Q

e Now that you have covered this lesson, please also try some of the additional features we have

including:

0 Discussion Forum— Discuss the grammatical topics learnt and any areas of confusion.

0 Vocabulary Flashcards— Practice your vocabulary by category.
0 Questions Flashcards— Practice questions related to the grammatical topics covered in the
lessons.

e We will be updating the features above to help you throughout the course In-Sha’-Allah (God

willing).

Part [1][2][3][4][5][6][7][8][9]
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