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Introduction - ��������
�
In this lesson we will learn about the definite article ��� which corresponds to the word 'The' in the
English Language (known as the definite article in grammar as it refers to a specific object).

Take particular note of the change in the vowel ending when a word is changed to its definite form,

i.e. the /tanwīn/ (double vowel) which represents indefinite form e.g. (a house) has been changed

to a single /đammah/. It is hence also important to remember that a word can never take /alif lām/

at the beginning and /tanwīn/ at the same time (i.e. it can never be both indefinite and definite at

the same time). 

Remember to always start reading the examples below from right to left. The first example below

will illustrate the change from indefinite form (e.g. a house) to definite form (e.g. the house). 

Please click on the words to hear speech, i.e. how the words should be pronounced.

 :�����������
�������  :������ ���
�����!  :�"�#�$���
"�#��  :�%�&�'���
%�&�(

The mosque: A mosque The book:   A book The pen:   A pen The house:   A house
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Continued …

We will study some practical sentences using the definite article ��� which corresponds to 'the' in
the English language In-Shā'-Allâh (God-Willing).

Please click on the words to hear speech

 

Picture

 

Answer Question

The pen is broken. ���.�
�
����� 
�����

The door is open. ���.���
����� 
 ��!
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The boy is sitting and the

teacher is standing.

����"����# 
�����
�$���.�%�&��$ 
�'�
��
(

We shall  continue with some more practical  sentences, please make an effort to memorise the

words and common sentence structures.

Please click on the words to hear speech.

Picture English Arabic

The book is new and the

pen is old.

�����)���# 
 �����
�$���.�*���& 
�����

The donkey is small and

the horse is big.

�����+�,�- 

��(�.
�$���.�+�!�/ �0��1�.
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The chair is broken. ���.�
�
����� 23�4�5��

The handkerchief is dirty. ���.�6�4�$ �7)���8�(

The water is cold. ���.�9�
��: ;<��(

The moon is beautiful. ���.=7>�(�# 
5�(��

The house is near and

the mosque is far away.

����?)�5�& 
@�>�!
�$���.��>�A�: 
��B���(

The stone is heavy and

the paper is light.

����$ =7>���C 
5�B�.���
D�
��
.�%>���E
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The milk is hot. ��.2
��F 
G�!��

The shirt is clean. ���.�%>�H�I 
J>�(��
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Exercise – ����
����
In this section we will have multiple questions to test your understanding of the principles we have

learnt In-Shā'-Allâh (God-Willing).  To answer the questions:

o   Type the complete answer for the following questions by selecting the question and using the

on-screen keyboard or your actual keyboard.

o   Use the Shift key to enter characters on the upper portions of the letters and use full

diacritics in your answers – e.g. fathah, kasrah, sukūn etc.

o   Do not use diacritics in the following cases:

§  The Alif followed by laam �� (while the laam itself can be signed with a vowel)
§  The laam followed by alif � (while the Alif itself can be signed when it comes with

hamzah).

§  Do not put the small Alif on words like ����. 
§  Do not put diacritics on long vowels.

o   Upon completion of all questions, click on the Mark button to see the correct answer and to

get your mark.

·         For more instructions click here.
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������������ � �!��"�# �$�%�& �'�( ��
)�*��" �# �+��

The Arabic sentence above means "Read and write the following words again  with  the  correct

endings". In each of the words below simply type the word again using the keyboard (as above)

with the vowel-marks and punctuation, e.g. /masĴid/ = masĴidun/ as below:

��,�-�(= �,�-�( ��
Remember: a word can be either definite (with /alif lām/ but not /tanwīn/) or indefinite (with no

/alif  lām/ but  with  /tanwīn/).  The proper  pronunciation  (and hence answers) can  be heard by

clicking on the speaker  image by the sentences, but please don't click on these until  you have

attempted to complete the exercise so that you may benefit In-Shā'-Allâh (God willing).

 Mark  Reset

.��( .������

��,�-����� /���+

0��1 2�3�%���

43���+ ��������

/���5��� ����6���

 �,�7��� ����"

8��9�7��� 
����7���


����: 8��9�:
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Exercise – ����
����
In this section we will have multiple questions to test your understanding of the principles we have

learnt In-Shā'-Allâh (God willing). To answer the questions:

o   Type the complete answer for the following questions by selecting the question and using the

on-screen keyboard or your actual keyboard.

o   Use the Shift key to enter characters on the upper portions of the letters and use full

diacritics in your answers – e.g. fathah, kasrah, sukūn etc.

o   Do not use diacritics in the following cases:

§  The Alif followed by laam �� (while the laam itself can be signed with a vowel)
§  The laam followed by alif � (while the Alif itself can be signed when it comes with

hamzah).

§  Do not put the small Alif on words like ����. 
§  Do not put diacritics on long vowels.

o   Upon completion of all questions, click on the Mark button to see the correct answer and to

get your mark.

·         For more instructions click here.
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��
������ ��� �!��

 

The Arabic sentence above means "Read and write".  In each of the sentences below simply type the

words again using the keyboard as in the previous questions and including the vowel-marks which

have been omitted. Once again, upon completing the exercise you can click on the speakers by each

sentence to hear the correct pronunciation and hence answers.

 Mark  Reset

���" �
�#� 
$%&' ��&#�

(
�) *+�� ,-� ./01��

23�  45� 6$�7' �4%#�

8!�� �
�#�� 9��" :�';� 
�< =�#�� (
�) *+��

8/>? @��A#�

 Mark  Reset
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Exercise – ����
����
In this section we will have multiple questions to test your understanding of the principles we have

learnt In-Shā'-Allâh (God willing).

Fill  in the blanks in the questions below by using one of the possible options in the top section

(below).  Click on the question you would like to answer (this will be highlighted), then click on the

correct option from the blocks above the questions area to complete the answer – you will find the

blank in the question is replaced with your selected option. Upon completing all the questions, click

on the Mark button to see the correct answers and obtain your mark.

������������ ���� ����� ��!
���� ����������� �"�#�$�% &���� ���'�( �)��*�+��� �,�������'����-�� 

The  Arabic sentence  above  means "Fill  in  the  blanks with  the  words given".  For  each  of  the

sentences, type out the full sentence using the words below - e.g. for the first question, click on the

question and type as below (include vowel-marks).

./'�0�1 
*�2�3���
The words to use to complete the sentences are:

Once again - by clicking on the speakers you can hear the correct answer to the question. Please do

not do this until you have attempted the exercise.

 Mark  Reset
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Exercise – ����
����
In this section we will have multiple questions to test your understanding of the principles we have

learnt In-Shā'-Allâh (God willing). To answer the questions:

o   Type the complete answer for the following questions by selecting the question and using the

on-screen keyboard or your actual keyboard.

o   Use the Shift key to enter characters on the upper portions of the letters and use full

diacritics in your answers – e.g. fathah, kasrah, sukūn etc.

o   Do not use diacritics in the following cases:

§  The Alif followed by laam �� (while the laam itself can be signed with a vowel)
§  The laam followed by alif � (while the Alif itself can be signed when it comes with

hamzah).

§  Do not put the small Alif on words like ����. 
§  Do not put diacritics on long vowels.

o   Upon completion of all questions, click on the Mark button to see the correct answer and to

get your mark.

For more instructions click here.
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�������� 
! ���"�#�$ �%�&�'�( )�#�� ��"*�+ �,��-�.��� �/�!�0

The Arabic sentence above means "Fill in the blanks with a suitable word". For each of the questions

below, type out the full sentence starting with the word in the bracket followed by the word noted. 

E.g. for the first question, click on the question and type as below (include vowel-marks). Once

again, the sound has been included (click on the speaker icon by the sentence to hear the sound)

but once again please only listen to the sentences after doing the exercises.

�1*�2�3 
4*�"�5����

 Mark  Reset

�
'
6�7�! .........
(The pen)

�1*�2�3 .........
(The handkerchief)

����-�9 .........
(The mosque)

�:�
��( .........
(The water)

�1�9��; .........
(The teacher)

��*�<�( .........
(The moon)

�=���$ .........
(The stone)

�>����? .........
(The student)

������? .........
(The bed)

�@���9 .........
(The house)

 Mark  Reset
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The Moon and Sun Letters - ����������� 
��
�
������ ������������� 
��
�
�����
In this section we will learn some new vocabulary and we shall also learn the rules relating to the

sun and moon letters. The most important point to understand with this rule is that it governs the

spoken (pronunciation) Arabic and not the written word.

Arabic has 28 letters. Of these 14 letters are called Solar Letters, and the other 14 are called Lunar

letters. In the articulation (speaking) of the Solar letters, the tip or blade of the tongue is involved

as in t, n, r, s, etc. The tip or blade of the tongue does not play any part in the articulation of the

Lunar Letters as in b, w, m, k etc.

When /alif-lām/ “al” is prefixed to a noun beginning with a Solar letter, the “l” of “al” is assimilated

(joined) to the Solar Letter, e.g. al-shamsu (the sun) is pronounced /ash-shamsu/.

No change takes place in writing 
��������.  The assimilation is indicated by the /shaddah/ on the
first letter of the noun after “al”.

No such assimilation takes place with the Lunar Letters, e.g. /al-qamaru/ (the moon) is pronounced

/al-qamaru/ 
���������. Here are some more examples of the assimilation of the “l” of “al” to the Solar
Letters (don't worry about the meanings of the words yet):

/al-naĵmu/ becomes /an-naĵmu/.

/al-raĵulu/ becomes /ar-raĵulu/.

/al-dīku/ becomes /ad-dīku/.

/al-samaku/ becomes /as-samaku/. 

Note that  the “a” of “al” is pronounced only when it  is not  preceded by another  word. If  it  is

preceded by a word it is dropped in pronunciation, though it remains in writing, e.g. /wal-baitu/.
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Here the “a” is dropped and the phrase is pronounced /wal-baitu/ not /wa al-baitu/. To indicate this

omission in pronunciation, this sign: ( ) is placed above the /alif/.

The initial vowel (a, i, or u) which is omitted when preceded by a word is called /hamazatu l-wasl/.

We have learnt that the /tanwīn/ is the indefinite article, and it is to be translated as “a” e.g.:  !���"
means a house.  This rule does not apply to adjectives like  #$
%�&�' "open", and  
$
��(�' "broken".
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Exercise – ����
����
In this section we will have multiple questions to test your understanding of the principles we have

learnt In-Shā'-Allâh (God willing).

Choose a word from column � that can be used to complete the sentence in column �.  Click on a
word in column � that you would like to answer (this will be highlighted) then click on its suitable
complement in column �.  Upon completing all possible questions, click on the Mark button to see

the correct answer and obtain your mark.

����������� ��� �� ��� �����!�"��� 
��#��$
� (�) ������������ �'�( )����!�* �+� �,��(�) �

The sentence above means "Match the words in � with those in �”

Please write the following answers with a pen and paper joining the letters. It is important that you

practice your writing skills in the duration of this course to master the language In-Shā'-Allâh (God

willing).

 Mark  Reset

(�) (�)

-.��.�� 
����/��

�
0
1�"�( �2��*3���
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-45���6 
7��83 ��

�70
 �8�( 9:������

�;��+�( 
+�<�=���

>
�? 
@�!�����

 Mark  Reset
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Continued...

The sentence above means "The Moon and The Sun Letters". See section 7 (which should have

already been covered) if you do not already understand the rules relating to the sun and the moon

letters. Remember, this rule affects the pronunciation of the word and not the written form. Please

listen carefully to the pronunciation. Pay attention to how in the Sun Letters ������������ 
��
�
�����,
the /lām/ of /alif-lām/ is assimilated to the first letter in pronunciation. The table below covers each

letter in the Arabic alphabet along with an example of a word which starts with that letter under the

relevant column depending on whether it is a sun or moon letter.

The Sun Letters The Moon Letters

������������ 
��
�
����� ������������� 
��
�
�����

) 
��!��"��� :$ ( ) 
&'(�� :) (

)*
&+����� :, ( )*
&��-���� :& (

).
/�0���� :1 ( ).���2�3���� :4 (

)5
6�7�8��� :9 ( )5

��������� :: (
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);�<
!����� :
 ( );
=�-
>���� :? (

)@�A���7�=��� :B ( )@
C���D���� :E (

)F
/������� :� ( )FGH����I���� :J (

)K
L������� :M ( )K
N�O���� :� (

)P

���Q��� :R ( )P
��������� :S (

) T
U���V��� :W ( ) T
6�X�Y���� :Z (

)  
6����[��� :\ ( )  GH������ :] (

) *
��̂ �_��� :` ( ) *
����+���� :� (

) a
N���X��� :� (
) a:b7 (

GH��+�̂ ����

) 5
N�3�2��� :c ( ) 5
������� :b� (
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Exercise – ����
����

� ���
�
���� ����
� ������ �! �"#�����
$ ��%�&
'�(��� �)�#��*� �+��,�-�.��� �/���!���)�#�0�,�1���� �)�����,�2��

The sentence above says: "Read and write the words keeping in mind the rules pertaining to the

Solar and Lunar Letters". Once again, please write the words below with a pen and paper and read

the words prior to clicking on them below to hear the correct pronunciation. As these words have

already  been  covered  before,  the  vowel-marks  and  diacritical  marks  (e.g.  /fatħah/,  /kasrah/,

/đammah/, /sukūn/ etc) have not been used over the letters. This is the way standard Arabic is

written and it is important to get used to this.

EXERCISE:

�
�3� 4���� 5#&��

�.0�� ������ 6�&��

)&7.�� 89:�� ;<�2��

; =�:�� >&?@� �/���
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�%A�� �BC�� �CA��

D�17�� 6�E3� �:7��

 

| Home  | Support Us  | Printable E-book  | Downloadable Website  | Podcasts  | User Materials |

| Low Bandwidth Website   | Receive Updates  | Report Errors  | About Us  | Contact Us  | Help  | FAQs |

Madinaharabic.com - Arabic Language Course

Free Arabic Language Course, Learn Arabic, Arabic Tuition http://www.madinaharabic.com/UAT/Arabic_Language_Course/Lesson...

2 of 2 م 07:25 24/03/2010



Part 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

 

| Home  | Support Us  | Printable E-book  | Downloadable Website  | Podcasts  | User Materials |

| Low Bandwidth Website   | Receive Updates  | Report Errors  | About Us  | Contact Us  | Help  | FAQs |

Arabic Course Vocabulary/
Flashcards Tests

Forum Bookshop Tuition Services

LESSON 3 – ��������� 
��
����
Definite Article – ����

 

Revision - ���������
�

Vocabulary Revision – ���������
���� ���������
�

Sweet ��� 
!

Sick �"#����

Shop �$��%&���

Rich '(�)�*

Tall �+#���,

Poor �-�.�/

Short �-�0�1

Apple 
2���
3��
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Cold ���
��4

Hot '
��!

Sitting �5�����

Standing �6�1��7

New ��#����

Old �8���1

Near �9#���1

Far Away ��:���4

Clean �6:�;�<

Dirty �=�>�7

Small �-�?�@

Big �-�A�%

Light �6:���B

Heavy �+:�.�C

Paper 
D�
������
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Water EF������

Beautiful �+:����

Now that you have covered this lesson, please also try some of the additional features we have

including:

o   Discussion Forum– Discuss the grammatical topics learnt and any areas of confusion.

o   Vocabulary Flashcards– Practice your vocabulary by category.

o   Questions Flashcards– Practice questions related to the grammatical topics covered in the

lessons.

We will  be updating the features above to help you throughout the  course  In-Shā’-Allâh  (God

willing).

 

 

Next Lesson
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